
 
For more information

R e g i s t r y  o f  L o b b y i s t s

Website: www.lobby.gouv.qc.ca    

E-mail: services@lobby.gouv.qc.ca

Phone:
Montréal and surrounding area: 514 864-5762

Québec City and surrounding area: 418 528-5762

Toll-free: 1 855 297-5762

address:
Direction des registres et de la certification 
1, rue Notre-Dame Est, bureau 7.07 
Montréal (Québec)  H2Y 1B6 
Fax:  514 864-4867

Q u é b e c  L o b b y i s t s  C o m m i s s i o n e r 

Website: www.commissairelobby.qc.ca 

E-mail: commissaire@commissairelobby.qc.ca

Phone:   

418 643-1959 or 1 866 281-4615

The information in this document is provided for information 
purposes only and has no legal value.
Produced by the Ministère de la Justice.

  This paper contains recycled fibre.
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Some lobbying activities are not covered by the Act and 
do not need to be recorded in the registry. They include 
submissions made during judicial proceedings, before 
a parliamentary committee, or at a public meeting of 
a municipal council, and submissions made concerning 
the existence of a product. They also include lobbying 
activities conducted on behalf of a non-profit organization, 
except if the organization is constituted to serve 
management, union or professional interests (such as an 
organization of traders, a professional order, etc.). More 
information about the activities covered by the Act and the 
activities that are excluded is available on the website and 
in the publications of the Lobbyists Commissioner.

Lobbyists Registrar  
a n d  Lo b by i st s  C o m m i s s i o n e r

The registry of lobbyists is kept by the Lobbyists Registrar, 
who is under the authority of the Minister of Justice. The 
Registrar provides all the services needed by lobbyists to 
file information on their lobbying activities. The Registrar 
also checks whether the documents presented contain all 
the necessary information, and makes this information 
available for on-line consultation via the registry website.

The Act also creates the position of Lobbyists 
Commissioner, who monitors and controls all lobbying 
activities. The Commissioner conducts inquiries and 
inspections if there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that there has been a breach of the Act. The Lobbyists 
Commissioner is appointed by the National Assembly and 
is independent of the Government.
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Lobbying
a n d  t h e  r e g i st ry  o f  lo b by i s t s 

In Québec, lobbying is recognized as a legitimate 
activity. Lobbying is defined as any oral or written 
communication with a public office holder in 
an attempt to influence a decision (for example, 
concerning an amendment to a law, the awarding 
of a grant or the issue of a permit). Lobbying can 
take place in any sector: healthcare, education, 
the environment, economic development, etc.

Under the Lobbying Transparency and Ethics Act, a public 
office holder is any person responsible for making decisions 
at the parliamentary, governmental or municipal level in 
Québec: a government minister, member of the National 
Assembly, employee of the Government or a municipality, 
mayor, municipal or borough councillor, etc.

Lobbying plays an important role in the work of 
decision-makers. The information provided by a lobbyist 
to a public office holder may be taken into account by 
the office holder in making a decision.

Lobbyists must disclose their lobbying activities and 
update the information concerning their activities 
recorded in a registry, known as the “registry of 
lobbyists”. This government registry is accessible at 
all times via the Internet, and ensures the transparency 
of all lobbying of public office holders. 

There are three types of lobbyists:

•	 consultant lobbyists, whose work involves lobbying 
on behalf of a client in return for compensation 
(such as a fee). A consultant lobbyist may work for a 
specialized public relations agency or professional firm 
(such as a law firm, engineering firm, architectural firm, 
accounting firm, etc.), or may be self-employed;

•	 enterprise lobbyists employed by an enterprise, 
when a significant part of their job or function involves 
lobbying on behalf of the enterprise;

•	 organization lobbyists employed by an organization, 
when a significant part of their job or function, like 
enterprise lobbyists, involves lobbying on behalf 
of the organization (such as a professional order or 
an association of contractors).

 
Consulting 
t h e  r e g i st ry

Any person can consult the registry of lobbyists in order to

•	 find out who is attempting to influence public office 
holders, in what sector, for what purpose and for 
whose benefit;

•	 find information on topics of public interest;
•	 understand how decisions are made by public 

office holders.

After consulting the registry a person may, for example, 
decide to take action to ensure that his or her point of view 
is considered by the authorities concerned.

The registry can be searched using keywords or various 
search criteria (name of lobbyist or name of enterprise, 
government department or body, etc.).

To allow the lobbying activities listed in the registry 
to be monitored on a regular basis, it is possible to view 
recently-entered information (information entered over 
the last 1 to 30 days).

Multimedia information capsules on the website explain 
how to locate specific information.

The search results generally include a lobbyist’s name 
and contact information, the object of his or her 
lobbying activities, the name of the institution being 
lobbied (government department or body, municipality, 
etc.) and the means he or she used to communicate with 
the public office holders concerned.

Here are two examples of a lobbying activity that may 
be disclosed in the registry:

•	 A company director contacts the representatives of a 
municipality and of several government departments 
because he wants to obtain an amendment to a land 
planning by-law, after demonstrating the importance 
of constructing a new building for cultural activities.

•	 An association hires a lobbyist to prepare and present 
an application for a grant. The lobbyist’s task is to 
identify the governmental decision-makers concerned 
and to contact them in order to obtain money to 
promote the advantages of the project.


